
the choir.

The male ensemble Sonat Vox was founded in 2015 by Justus Merkel. As former
members of the Windsbacher Knabenchor, the singers have enjoyed a sound musical
education since early childhood. Besides the classical male choir with tenors and
basses, alto voices are part of the ensemble - an extraordinary, colourful sound
constellation. Our own standards of musical interpretation, the common passion for music
and the coordinated voices lay the foundation for high vocal quality.

Thanks to the exceptional instrumentation, the ensemble is able to perform a wide
repertoire from the Renaissance to the modern. Special attention is paid to sacred a
cappella music with works by, for example, G. P. Palestrina, F. Schubert or R.
Mauersberger

Weiterlesen

Parallel to the sacred and Christmas concert program, traditional German folk songs,
such as works by F. Silcher, complement the repertoire.

Numerous concerts annually take Sonat Vox under the musical direction of Justus Merkel
to churches and concert halls, including Berlin, Frankfurt, Würzburg, Munich and Erfurt.

In addition to the regular performance calendar, the choir has already won several
competitions in its third year of existence.

In 2016, for example, Sonat Vox achieved 1st place in the category male choirs as well
as the special prize of the Hessian Prime Minister at the Limburg Male Choir Festival.
After the choir had qualified for the German Choir Competition of the German Music
Council by winning 1st place in the Bavarian preliminary round, the singers were able to
convince the jury and secured 1st place in May 2018.

In 2016 the choir around Merkel produced its first CD "Ubi Caritas Et Amor Deus Ibi
Est". Another highlight since Sonat Vox was founded was the collaboration with Prof.
Vytautas Miškinis in the summer of 2018, when the musicians were given the opportunity
to work with the composer on the world premiere of a work composed especially for
Sonat Vox.

"The expression of music
is not in the notes"

choir direction.

Justus Merkel was born in Ansbach in 1996. He received his basic
musical training in 2005 with the renowned Windsbacher
Knabenchor under the direction of Karl-Friedrich Beringer. After
graduating from high school in 2014, he worked as part of a
voluntary social year alongside choirmaster Martin Lehmann, who
took over the Windsbacher Knabenchor in 2011.

In spring 2015 Justus Merkel founded the chamber choir "Sonat
Vox", which he has been conducting ever since.

In addition to numerous a-capella concerts throughout Germany, he
has conducted choir and orchestra projects with works such as J.S.
Bach's cantatas, the B minor Mass and the Magnficat, among others
at the Würzburg Bach Festival.

In 2016 the choir around Merkel produced its first CD "Ubi Caritas
Et Amor Deus Ibi Est".

The choir has already won several prizes under Justus Merkel's
direction.

In 2016 Merkel was awarded the special prize of the Hessian
Prime Minister by the overall winner of the 1st Men's Choir Festival
in Limburg, as well as the special prize for choir conductors.

In the summer of 2017, the choir was awarded 1st place in the
category "Chamber Choir Men" and the "best chamber choir" of the
competition at the International Harmony Festival in
Lindenholzhausen, as well as two special prizes for outstanding
interpretation.

Weiterlesen

The young conductor also received a 1st place together with Sonat
Vox at the Bavarian Choir Competition of the Bavarian Music
Council in November 2017, which qualified them for participation
in the German Choir Competition of the German Music Council.

Here Sonat Vox again achieved an outstanding first place in May
2018.

In 2018 Justus Merkel gave a concert together with Prof. Vytautas
Miškinis in Hesse. During the concert Sonat Vox sang the world
premiere of the work "I know", which Miškinis composed especially
for the choir around Merkel.

He is currently studying choral conducting at the Carl-Maria von
Weber Hochschule für Musik in Dresden with Prof. Hans-Christoph
Rademann.

"associate the text gesturally
and embody it in the music"

chamber choir.

In 2016 the Sonat Vox Male Voice Choir became the chamber
ensemble Sonat Vox.

With trained female voices and a young project orchestra at the
side of the male voices, a new collaboration was born, realizing
choir-orchestra projects such as J.S.Bach's Magnificat in E flat
major or the B minor Mass, among others at the Würzburg Bach
Days.

For the young instrumentalists and singers Sonat Vox offers a
platform for musical exchange

Further projects for the coming years are already being planned.
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